The sixtieth anniversary of the Treaty of Rome is an opportunity for European leaders to come up with a radical initiative capable of inspiring European citizens to feel both passionate and confident about Europe.
A. Assessment
1. For the European population, the two post-Brexit summits held between heads of state have not represented any sort of new kick-start for Europe. Given this state of affairs, the summit to be held for the sixtieth anniversary of the Treaty of Rome is set to be of great symbolic importance and represents a unique opportunity to revive Europe.    
2..The CETA incident has revealed the increasing reluctance of part of the European public opinion to make the single market the sole basis of Europe's cohesion (the plan B devised after the failure of the CED), particularly since the Barroso scandal has further validated the notion that Europe is far too dependent on economic and financial lobbies, so that many people can no longer recognize any real progress even where it does exist.
3. The current context in both Europe and the rest of the world bears no resemblance to that of the European community as it was when it was first formed in 1954, but the inertia of European institutions dates back a long time. These institutions continue producing more and more norms, relying on their exclusive competence in regards to the internal market to systematically promote and prioritize trade, and obsessing over the conditions of internal competition without accepting the fact that the market is globalised and that other regions are directly competing with Europe. These regions are not shy about finding the means to ensure they have competitive advantage, even if this means getting it from the state, which turns the EU into the weak underbelly of economic globalisation.  
4. The election of Donald Trump as US President suggests that it is not only in Europe that distrust of the intellectual/political elite is widespread. After a period of history where free trade has been the dogma in international relations, we are now entering a new era where we will need to come up with other forms of international regulation. Europe, as the world's largest market and the only example of a continent that has peacefully overcome sovereignty conflicts, must be able to come up with some strong proposals. The recent developments in China and the US are further evidence that Europe will have to assume a visionary role and lead the way in fighting climate change.
5. It is unlikely that Member States will agree on a significant new step towards European integration in Rome. As long as there is no system of multi-level governance that adequately reflects and manages Europe's diversity and unity, and which reflects Europe as a place not of constraints but of opportunities, there will be as many member states set on recovering powers delegated to the EU is as member states are convinced that we should move further down the path of integration.
6. Everyone says that Europe needs to realign with its citizens, hear what they have to say, put the ball back in their court, etc... but the reality remains one of 'top-down' communication aiming to “explain to the people everything they owe Europe.” This doesn't work any more. It makes no sense to “ask the European people what they think,” as long as there are no spaces and procedures that enable them to form their own informed opinion.  
7. The explosion of forums and round-tables, particularly in the lead-up to the 70th anniversary of the Hague Congress, has hatched many interesting discussions and scenarios from scholars and experts, but these will have very little impact on an opinion that has grown increasingly disinterested in the EU in its current state and trajectory. This abundance of ideas and viewpoints ultimately gives the impression that everyone is in their own little bubble, which as enlightened as it may be, has nothing much to do with the challenges Europe is currently facing.
8. “It is difficult to fall in love with the single market,” Jacques Delors used to say. More importantly,  a single market alone, even if there is a mobile workforce (see Britain's xenophobic reactions), is not enough to awaken a sense of shared values, to recognise one's common destiny, to acknowledge the singular and collective role a community plays in an interdependent world. A major step was overlooked in the process of creating Europe – building a genuine community. It's all very well to make the case for a European Republic but a republic can't exist without first and foremost a sense of community! Without this  -  without commons to defend, without shared values (and  this involves more than just individual human rights), without collective responsibility and solidarity, the  Res publica cannot exist, and it's not by creating institutions that one will bring it into existence; this is rather the final step in the process of establishing a community.
9. Since the crisis began, everyone has been waiting for France and Germany to come up together with an ambitious initiative, given that their reconciliation was both the original goal and the greatest achievement in the European Union's history. But this ambitious initiative is not going to come from heads of government or state. Neither Francois Hollande or Angela Merkel have the political resources – assuming they are willing and able in the first place – to be ambitious and visionary, to (re)build Europe.
 B. Proposals
1. To get things back on track, one of the first steps should be ensuring Europeans feel that they form part of  a community that shares values, and shares a future. Recreating Europe requires building on the achievements of deliberative democracy, inspired by juries, which has served to illustrate that randomly selected citizens are capable of addressing very complex issues. This is the path that needs to be taken in order to begin the process of setting up a Foundational Assembly in 2017-2018, consisting of citizen panels representing an extensive number of European territories and regions willing to take part, with the ultimate objective of moving towards a European Citizens' Assembly.
A commitment from the European Council that it will seriously and thoroughly consider the proposals resulting from this Assembly is a fundamental condition for its success. Such a commitment should be made by heads of states at the summit in Rome. Because of its novelty, it will demonstrate that there is a political will for launching a new and inspiring stage of the European integration process. There will also need to be a commitment to provide the required human and financial resources: financial resources to contribute to the compensation of panelists who will have to commit entirely to their role; human and intellectual resources, by dedicating 10% of the interpretation and translation budget of  European institutions to direct exchanges between European citizens (which is, if one thinks about it, the very least that should be done!) and requiring European staff to respond to citizens' questions to the best of their abilities. A detailed presentation of this proposal is appended to this note.
2. The governments of France and Germany are called to encourage and support a joint Franco-German initiative by the associations of regions of both countries for the re-foundation of Europe. “Länder” and “régions” are linked by Franco-German 'twin regions' programmes, that have been extended to other member states. Sixty years ago (the 60th anniversary of the creation of the World Federation of United Cities will be celebrated in 2017), the main objective of such programmes was reconciliation. The European crisis provides them with a new goal: building a project for Europe together. By committing collectively to extend their partnership with the organisation of twin citizen panels, by demonstrating that the process is not targeted at states but aims to achieve what states cannot achieve by themselves, by building on governmental support both in France and Germany, this joint initiative will create tremendous emulation throughout Europe.
